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PRESIDENT 'S PAGE

It seems hard to believe that the year is drawing so quickly to
a close. Our Christmas party will soon be on top of us, so please roll
up in your Packards (or ordinary cars) to help make this function a
success.

For the past two and a half monthas I have been travelling with
Helen and son, Rob, in Burope and U.S.A. and am therefore a bit out of
touch with local Packard club activities. To make up for this however, the
latter part of our tour in U.S.A. included a visit to Harrah's Motor
Museum in Rcno, the Briggs Cunningham Museum in L.A. and of course, a visit
with Bill Louer, Editor of the Fackard International Motor Club in Santa
Ana., Bill nade us most welcome and although we had never met before we
were soon chatting away like old long lost friends - about guess what??
Packards of course! Bill had several beautiful cars in his showroom and
workshop including a 1940 Formal (his favourite), a 1935 - 1201 Sedan with
23,000 miles on the clock. A 1940 2-door 160 Coupe and 1936 V12 T-seater

Sedan and two 1956 Sedans in immaculate condition, both for sale with new
car warranties!

Bill's latest hobby-horse is his desire and determination to have
Packards nominated as the official car in the forthcoming U.S. Bi-Centenary
celebrations on which the U.S. is spending some hundreds of millions of
dollars. Necedless to say we wish Bill every success in his endeavours for
such a worthy cause, and I am sure that the Australian Poackard enthusiasts
will agree that no finer car could be selected for such an important
event.

I should also mention my visit to the newly dedicated National
Motor Museum at Beaulieu in New Forest, south-west of Southampton. This
new museum included the whole of Lord Montagu's collection and is located
on his property. I regret to say this fine but small collection is incom-
plete in that it does not have even one Packard. By contrast, Harrah's
has about 100 and one of every year model since inception to demise. The
Packard International Car Club in the States has over 2000 members and it
is one of the strongest and most respected clubs in the country.

Finally, at the end of this year of 1973, I take this opportunity
to wish all members and their families a Happy Christmas, and a Safe and
Prosperous New Year.

-0 0 0 0 O==—

Have you sent your subscripticn for 1974 yet?
What have you done to your car lately?

Have you sent any information for the new register yet? Include
cars owned, and address and telephone number.

Have you sent any restoration hints, and/br parts information yet?

Have you seen your name printed in the magazine yet? If you send
anything at all we will print your name with it.
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EDITORIAL

This is your '73 Christuas issue and we hope that —ou find it full
of good reading. Finding fresh material is still a problem, be it technical
or just gossip.

I would like to see some m' re material from members.
I ave a few ideas for %h: Hew Year which members right find
intersntirz. Gwen MacRae is still hoving a rest from the mer azine out she

is happy to ~ive encouragement anl c.iticism when asked for.

Pl.agse let us have anv technical information, spar-:s sources Or
Just plain gossip so that it can be printed. We will print .nything at all.

=0 0 0 0 0=—-
FANZZ OF ADDRESS
= I expect to bo chang.:: my address shortly, cou'd membors

addross Sctoers to the Seerctury, Si:kard Automcbile Club of Austrelia,
¢/- 709 Cuarvy Road, Dural, I.S.W., “064. I have endeavoure to obtein a
Post B8ox =t Artarmon Post Cffico tui this is not possible.

g ot I_—

R. A. Nyman,

SECRETARY .
-0 0 0 0 0=—=

AT THE SECLETARY'S DESK

Clhristmas is a-coming anl cn behalf of the Comm .t ., | wish all
sembor: ard their families a Happy Christmas and a Prosperous Now Year.

I an pleased to amnouice that our President has roturacd from his
gversc.s iravels and has promised to tell us all about it in the next
tssue us he has to cateh up on two months' work. Perhaps ycu conld show us
pomo of your slides one night, M=z?

Tho secretarial reer-eni is getting rather numb from sitting down

thinking ebot things to writs for yvou to read, How about Fomething for me
%0 resl trd ce-write or print as ‘z. This issue will be somowhat larger
Whan woue) Lob this standard cannct e maintained without he.p. My

sotorlog 11 cary is gettin; cog-earc: looking for Packard lore. Scme of
Shia % 1. b printed in the Few Year.

Yo~ Bditor-in-Chief and !1e Technical Adviser are proud to
announoe 'het they are grandparerts “or the first time:d A bov to Rod and
Planc, i T AL -
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Club Plates, a cause for many questions, is progressing as fast
as the Transport Department allows it. A report elsewhere. The Sydney
Branch will have to organize more day runs for members using these plates.

Don't forget your subscriptions for 1974!

Could members please send me suggestions where to go. Motoring
that is!i

Your Secretary,

R. A. Nyman.
=0 0 0 0 Q==
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Annual General Meeting will be held on 8th February, 1974,
at Des Hogan's house, 6 John Street, Concord, starting at 8.00 p.m.
Members wishing to nominate themselves or anybody else for any positions
on the Committee are asked to write to me or attend the meeting them-
selves. The annual financial report will also be presented. Please
attend this meeting and have a say in how your Club is run.

Members are reminded that Hemberﬁhip Fees are due now.
R. A. Nyman,

SECRETARY
=0 0 0 0 O===
NEW MEMBERS
On behalf of the Committee I would like to welcome the following

new members to the Club -

Dale Collins, 14 Portsmouth Street, Heathmont, Victoria,
1939 1700 series touring sedan.

Kevin W. Sharp, 52 Johnatone Parade, South Coogee, N.S.W., 2034,
1926 3rd series Phaeton. _

Derek and John Schepel (joint owners)

David L. Schepel, R.M.B. 2120, Kulnure, N.5.W., 2251,
1952 Sedan. :

Geoffrey Pearson, 8 Mawson Avenue, Beecroft, N.S.W,, 2119,
1924 2nd series Phaeton.

Raymond Alan Parsons, 15 Mandowie Cres.,Croydon,Vic.313%6
151 and '52 sedan.
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K. C. Gough, 12 Parkway éwvenue, Bar Beach, N.S5.W., 2300.

o) £ BN BIRERBN" 2 hee g g8 ¥,

'John Dodd, Ermest Strdet, Hunted's Hill, N.§.W., 2110.
. 1930.7th series coipé (733)¢

Hope to meet you or hear from you all with commenis and sugges-
tionaz about the magazine and Club.

-0 0 0 0 O===
CERISTMAS PARTY . .,

Nombers ave reminded that' the 1973 Chyistmas Party will be held
at tne President's: residencé’ at 30°Kintore Street, Wahroonga, on Saturday,
15th Deccmber. Arrangements for catering are not finalised at the tiume of
writing. There has been a change of plans as the pig will not be abl? 1o
attend. !

Members are asked to ring the Secretary, Barb Tow:send or Di
Machie after the 7th December when the Committee will finalise the
plans. Please try to attend and make this party a success; meet old
friends again and make some new oncs. _ )

Please ring as soon as possible and let us know if you are coming.

It can be assumed that the party will start between 7.00 and
7.30 p.m., wet or fine.

-0 0 0 0 0==-
FIRST RUN FOR 1974

The venue for our first run of 1974 has not yet been fixed, so
eould you please ring any 1973 office-bearer, as this will be decided at
the Committee Meeting on Tth December. The date is Sunday, 17th February,

1974 .
—0 0 0 0 0==—
CLUB PLATES

£ /dney members will be pleased to know that the Department of
Motor Trancport has given the Club approval to use so-called 'Club Plates'.
They have also approved our design and outlined the conditions under which

the platos nay be used.
I have organised Third Party Insurance which will cost $15.15,

Hnfartinataly. +hazs nlates are availabhle te Svdnav Metropolitan
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area members only.

There will be thre. pai:s of plates per set. The registration
number plate, a narrower plate beuring the words 'Vintage Car', and a
similar plate bearing the leiters 'P,A.C.A.' and a red hexagon. It should
be remembered that the plater rem:in the property of the Club as we are
fully responsible for their use ad issue.

A strict inspection wil’ be made of each vehicle end members
intending to use these plates wil. be required to undertake, in writing, to
abide by a set of corditiors the “ommittee has drawn up.

These might seem s ring nt Hut we must preserve o her P.A.C.A.
members' rights alons with t ose [ hundreds of members of «ther car clubs
using these plates. We don' -an' any black sheep in this (lub. Members
should realize thit the Derartmen’ of Motor Transport calls this type of
registration 'Conces:ion.l I gistrution' or unregistered vel!icie permits,
and it is a privileg: grinic. by o ayspathetic Minister of Transport, and
not a right to go tourin; ¢t any ‘ime, Vehicles using this registration
are for restrictel use onl: .

Any memter abusiiy bacs - privileges will, at the discretion of
the Committee, forfeit theisv plet .,

A Plate Rosistim: L1L "o appointed to maintain a register of
vehicles and use ~f rame.

_ Members wishing to uze Lisse plates are asked to write to the
President, Honorary Secreter , or Technical Adviser giving details of
requirements. This must be (oue i1 writing. Plates cannot be issued
otherwise.

The cost of the plates ic as follows -

Anrual fee to Deparimnent of Motor $1.00
Trancport
Third Party I.surance 15.15

Cost of Hire of Plates 10,00 (approx.)

P.4.C.A. hardiiag fee 1,00
$27.15
===

The fee for the »il:t3s 3 paid once on issue, the others are

annual. Third Perty Prope=r Jov.o may be available. You will be notified
of this on applicotion, The Talr i Perty Insurance Cover is compulsory.

The inspection: -<.) Ge¢ Jone by the Technical Adviser, Eric
MacRae of Dural. For tiz :..o% i zpestion he will have to travel to the
owner's residence or wherze - = cz - is normally garaged, subsequent inspec~
tions at a tipe erd plac: ic’ by e Committee., This will take the form
of a run. There will be g1 niti.]1 inspection.

$£5.00 Fee payable, plus :rave ling time, subsequent years $2.00 fee
is payable. Vehicles ara .c te i running order, i.e., start off the
button. Members are advisad to n.ke sure that obvious details, i.e.,
lights, horns, wipers, tyr::, etc , are functioning before inspection.
 This initial inspection will to 1y appointment only,
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GRANDPARENTS AT DURAL!

On the 5th November, 1973, at T.42 pil., BEric and szg'ﬂa;Raeha
became grandparents for the first time, a son, Roderick John III! No,
hasn't got a Packard yet but give him time.

' t Ryde and District
6 1bs 15 oz, 19% in. of Junior MacRae a :
Soldiers' Memorial Hospitel. Parents, Rod and Di, are pleased and happy

pi is well and fit after the event.

i 11 is well. ReJ oMo III, had
She had to go to hospital early but ? :
to stay in hospitalafter being transferred to the Roya% il9:azg:a£§::pi;:
for Children, Camperdown, with some post-natal trauma but 1

all systems functioning. Progress will be forthcoming.

-0 0 0 0 Og=—-

NIGHT OUT AT ATTILIO'S RESTAURANT - 2ID NOVEﬂBEB, 1973

When we found that we could not go to the Mandarin Club a:lplannad,
Barbara Townsend organised an outing to Attilio's Restayrant in Cas freagh

Street.

Fourteen members and some friends of Barb's gzgt tg::éa:z gi:ger

i d proceeded to liven the place up somewhat.
;t:;sgzsnlggnégymzn, Kathy Thompson, Robert Bracht, Eric and gwgn MacRae,
Sue Spae;ing, Kevin and Barbara Andrews, and Karl Bratz attended.

More then the fellow diners were livened up when a fr;egd of
Barb's dropped her purse on the floor ?nd Robert Bracht ginc;:ck:ng oy
rotrieve the contents. The owner wasn't sure if he wasnl o
ankles at the same time! All this went on.under the table aki 8. {5
pot sure if the girl wasn't going to drop it again for more kic
should be tickles, I think).

Everybody danced with everybody else, boys and girls that is, to
vory good music. The food was pronounced first-class although ngonewm
gulinary delights were discovered. The party broke up about 11.30 p.m.

and the members wended their ways home.

-0 0 0 0 0===

THE SICK LIST

Popular Sydney member, Wal Heazlewood, is in Ryde and D%s;rict
Soldiers' Memorial Hospital recovering ai::rhth hear:hztzzzﬁs;ow a Wai
intensive care now and it seems t _ e is on OWe
::.’::kn:d-leas at the moment and puts up with a 'Stateman de Vile' as he

ealle it.
Now off the sick-list, we are pleased to report that Gwen MacRae

i# her usual perky self again and is to be seen occagionally driving a long
black hire-car through rural Dural.
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"WHY WE LOST PLCKARD — AN OPINION
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g3 ol Langomal - ‘egatblof

e

for instér e, that Padkeid 'would ‘Have didd By the Tateé thirties £ it Hags? of

not been or the '110' and the '120°. These cars saved the company with an'&v

infusion ¢f much-reeded cash which ¥ :
ion of . Tiee a8 not comingfrom th
A e e CAEl Whicli SR e sale of Packard'
eniorhiod :is¥ e inrimsry rdason thé junier cdrs 'sold so well, of'course3
- z »

r - :i;i fo NG topiPesetbled “th ‘Senior molEls. “Rolls-Royee had Wone' "
e thirg in the late twentics ard eardy Hhirties with T F SOy os

Rolls-Roy: -1,

Sut if the 110 and 120 saved the
. <l company, they also kil oy
gg:szgzit ﬁfduunlnFLcars ware entirily to blane, h;weveg, Frankliﬁd ¢
the semic. teran . c e ¥lay when hu asked that Packard sell its dies for
the Compaxr‘iffig‘é1;g f{$ iudszana Had there been no junior Packards,
new car. 16 wave S22 To refuso the sale or start from scratch on a

™

wocurncriet slates in his book, The Packard Story (p. 173) -

. -J:agfall; ?1u{emewt had mixed emotions on the sale
S ?Ji 3:m? ;%Jc d{j tl e medium-priced field was all
st .;qrh;(1%¢§f ;) Slrvive. Some of the older members of
: ‘LT: £ ;d ;a. a y?b&tﬁg( car was needed, regardless of
= it s sel » Lo ?di luzter to the medium-priced cars.
wewur, all agreed it was tlie patriotic thing to do.'

.n.‘quiat thon =tates thal, since for several ears
::;gt:ezzugzugrz ;:r?2: E%sigtgf avgélab%lity, not qualiz&, th:?:rizﬁtgg
: G2 j- ; 4 + e? side of the argument. That, of
i: zgz ::ihisvilzhuhort View. Given the span of time from 19;2 tocgggze’
X ":r;ar :e“é?ng—tefm_effects of the loss of the senior models '
gﬁgﬁifhgiidff;ﬁécfi: ?fdec;31on to penetrate the medium-priced field cost
et wf,é_ffrd e 1i ?f By the ea?ly fifties, Packards were no longer
gpin ;.¢u?:eoist$35£§f3 of th? highway. Their owners were no longer
businessmah b”“? . ke 3 or 30's. No, they were likely to be the .local
n or doctor. They were rogarded as good, expensive cars, but not

the ultimat: in motoring. i
by g oring. They had about the prestige of a Buick to the

T'ie i3 =os to deny that Fackard i
s ¢ : still had influential foll -
;gocg:r:c:‘:t :1?H_zjt thQ1?_zarks were considerably diminished. Whegwers’
P posn or lumury cars in the fifties, they usually meant Cadillac.

_~ o~

E:;P:ﬁf{ yeason Doz ihis was that wost of the Packards being sold then
12 customa:.: j;:;f?fj;_{O£3Pg??i?1§ns. Really big money, the old Packard
sate maohinies o o 0 -0 foils~ibyse or Mercedes-BemE for their ulti-

s I*L ::Tier; if r§} f?lh, & different turn of events following
Th ;hiav"‘: {??; 8peculation §nd we will never know if things would have
£ 7, bahese i1 this hindoight offers any explanati

ackard's 1.2 1, 3 R roasat

*L30v 1ot me egain quote Turnquish (Ibid, p. 175) -

"The year 1941 was Pockard's f
oo T _ : e orty-second year in
the ziicnotive businses. Tn these forty-two years, 368 marques

re
BN
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had male their appearanc: in tie United States and now Packard
was ono of twenty-two that still remained. Since 1899, Packard
had weathered two depressions, changing markets, and the fickle
public. Packard's finarcial position was sheer ecstasy to any
stockholder. There was plenty of working capital, no cutstanding
bunk loans, no bonded irdebtedness, and no preferred stock.
Rights, privileges, franchises, inventions (and goodwill) were
earriel on the books at £1,00.

Packard's plant was one of the most modern in the
world, It provided Packard wi’h its own engines, transmissions,
roar avles, front suspension svstems, steering gears, and bodies.
Te proving grounds, which wer: complefed in 1928, were fabulous,
ey cost over a millior dolle~s to build, and extended over

B00 acres,'

1% is easy to see [rom tk> above that Packard was in no financial
difficuliy zoing into the wer., And they certainly did not lose any money .

on defens. ~ontracts. Packeri's financial problems, then, obviously
gatarted 2{%:r the war,

ihe Clipper, as ox<zinsll cxecuted by Darrin, was a good looking
par in altost everyone's op -ion. 'n 1941 the design was sensational,
pevolutiors oy, the ultimate _a futvristic styling. By 1950, the design
wasnine y-o-s old, Sales wors (wirniling, there was no 'ultimate’ Packard
{n thé 1isc, and Packard had :arv: out what was, for them, an entirely
new ma-kel segment - the med.in-priced quality car. Cadillac, in the mean-
timo, Lad cxperienced two style chenges and had dropped its medium-priced
entry, the LaSelle, It also nad tko rsychological sales advantage of a
V-8 encir-. So it was evider: trat Czdillac was well on its way towards
taking oveor Packard's long-he'!d dom.nance as The American prestige car.
(Just as, in 1973, Lincoln scoms well on its way towards taking a comsider-

able share of Cadillac's markst. )

L And now the obvious propcsition. Suppose that Packard had kept
{ts senior car. What might have hzppened? See how this sounds:

After the war, Packard asuessed the market and decided that the
time was rizht to re-introduce luxury cars. The Clipper line was broadened
to include 2ll body sStyles, but the styling was kept distinctly separate
from the serior models. Nowkere on the car was there any hint that the car
wns producel by Packard other than the general suggestion of the famous
Packard radiator yoke. BEven thz feniliar red hexagon was missing from the
wheel covers. The Clipper became an entirely separate line of cars, 'pro=
duced and £-1d by Packard'. They voer: not, however, considered Packards.
They becan¢, in fact, Packard's Iafalle. It was time to re-establish
Packard = the prestige leacder, and 'look-alike' cars could no longer be
tolerated. A companion car 133 a ¢.fferent matter, however.

T4e sepior models r=z~ivel uome minor face-lifting for 1946 but
wore otherwise urchanged. 7Th: 180 sedans all carried the LeBaron design of
pquared-cui windows and a slizhtly clongated trunk, Again, a full line of
models wes available from a i:3t arl sporty convertible featuring the Darrin
treatment 1o the seven passc.cer linousine. All were clearly identified
as Packaric by the famous Packard t:ript stamped in the center of the rear
pumper. Tho Packard radiator wze & little lower and about two inches wider
than the pro-war models. It w3 alio flatter, its 'V' configuration almost
as flat as the 1936 models, cnd it was perfectly vertical. Centered at
bhn brv nf e reddadtnr wna fhe Packard creast in rold metal and cloissonne.
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All wheel covers wexe Full and were siandard in cloissonne on the 180,
Cloissonnc wheel covers were a0t ava:lsable on the 160, which came in

only two body styles, a two door anl a four door sedan. The twelve was
back as an optional extra on the 180 and featured distinctive trim, but was
not available in the 160, _ ,

Packard dominated the Amer:can luxury market. The conservative,
yet bold, styling of the cers made tlom an instant success to a car—
hungry public grown wealthy oa “h: superchurged war-time economy. Corpora-
tions bough% the limouwsines for thiei: senior executives, bankers and brokers
bought the big 18) sedans. The moviy colony bought the sporty 180 conver-
tibles ir both eigh's and twelves, aid pax 4purous businesgmen with families
bought .thousands of the solid 160 sa . .n:,

Vith Packerd re-estadlishie as the unquestioned leader in the
American sufomotive induntry. Mr ol Vs fmeriea flocked to their Packard
dealers 1o buy th> car that was Liils ard basked by Packard, the Clipper.
Now ‘the Flushbotioms ceulin't saws less if their chauffeurs bought the
Junior Peckards. ! Thayine longer lodwad like Fackards, they did not say

Packard, -dnd they did mot.eosé iie 4 raclards In fact, in 1947, Packard
advertising called the Clipper & »roluct of the 'Clipper Division, Packard
Motor Cax €»,',
: ‘n Farthoar *;L;.L Jiez&Eges o Bne cars Jollowed in that general vein,
o ; The Clippor rex-:i8sd & g 7 dsh, wp:yr-sedium priced car which had the

no Jubldefs: soifidenza; bocausa il wes 3 Packard product. It was readily
c78prviged: by any Fickarl:dezles anl i had Packard's famous reliability,
nEesdust wnsa't a-Packard. '
: B 3 L
The Packard coutinued to de Auorica's prestige car. The famous
Packard radiator was eltered only sl:ghiiy in size to allow for minor design
changes ‘over the ycars. In 1950, th: fazous in-line eight was replaced by
a:smooth and nowerful V-8. The iweli: wes continued asem option.

Tn 1954, Fackazd bouziht iho ailing Studebaker Corporation and
sought: torgive ifubow life. - Tae 9poviy Sivdebeker Hawks and Commanders were
given the famous Packard treaiment du the englue department, decor was up-
graded, end strict new quality coailrl poocedures wore instituted. The
Hawks- becars the ncw darling of tho lower molium price field. The sports
coupe was the rage of the playboy sey anl becans a fixture at country clubs.
It gradually grow (s-la Thupdcebizd J %o bocoue a big, powerful 'sporty car'
for the well-of:, [hree yeere aftcr the ek, Packard surprised everyone
by introducing the .'Prodicsoer’ ab 4k 1957 antonobilo shows. This was a
super-luwrury dporis cax the lilzes of sduch bad seldéom boen seen. Sporting
8 modified but nevexilicless zecorniandls Fackard vadiator-grille, adorned
with stylich but not overgreown fing,. and wvguipped with a completely new V-12
engine ‘of ‘ever H0G cic, the cer wms capoble of apeeds to 200 mph. The
motoming mesll practically reelad fron “he surprise and the car, in spite

of itse $12,000 price teg, 9016 like alld, Here, for the first time since
the Darrin 180's of the forties, wmo a Jresiige car with class, high style,
and super varfomancd. - i vwe traly the ultimate 'personal sporty car'.

The &vanti was lavachol 4y 3062 a2 2 srue sporiscar and, with its supercharged
Packard V-3 prompily broke &l exislins oales records,

And that Urings . us to tee oresout. Packard, still the leading
American luwury car:, are salrsielcn iLly prepared for market by Detroit's
most-skilled craftisiem, many ¢f vhen followed in their father's footsteps
to Packard. Prices for the lcasi ez-onsive Packard start at $16,580 and
go up to ¥27,830 fox the most lururious limousines, Packard's face - her

1
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wonltered radiator shell - continues to be her fortune.

The Clipper continues to dominate the upper-medium priced field,
having just beaten Buick's yeéar—-end sales figures by a fair margin. i

: nal car'
Studebaker Hawk holds a majority of the 'perso

tﬁtm::g market with a share of better than 27%1,11 wi;ilattg;fot: 2qmnd‘1“ er

' ith Pontiac and Mercury. The Lark, which got
lﬂ'l":.m:.:a:'o:liaes to pass its rival, Chevrolet, sometime in the next two
yoarn, .

i i ly every speed record
' The Avanti, to no one's surprise, holds near

o duction cars and continues to hold a 4% sales margin over Italy's

regarded Ferrari.

As for corporate activities, Packard's reliable diaaoi 1oco::‘tim
are used by nearly every major railroad in the world. Thegrgem:ﬁiﬁo
] the Boeing 747 and the Lockheed L~1011, and the Pac psatit
Emm (bought back from General Motors in 1952) produces the RV
st reliable electronic products avaig..abi; f:r iugomg::;zr:a;; rth:ngton b
Packa k plug alone are second only to A.U. -
:itiomrigsg;‘tagsugool the World Trade Center in New York and the J'nhn

Manoock building in Chicago.

Whimsey? Alas,yes. But when you s!:op to think :.bou:il: i:;k?zrohrd.
Jost the lead somewhere, and the post-war period with its :ﬁ Aok 84
Paokard Packards is the only weak link .in.rthe chain. U? un’ g 28 cea'
Packard had been very nearly as conservative as England sTgo - ty 3
Aftor the war, it gradually became a giffer:n:ecg::pz!giom bzgizsenmpuib .

e for the first time ever. ere we : ) :
fMOr N'}:za for the first time ever. And, for the--f:.rsi.: tlmat:ver, ﬁ:tg:-‘:ld
po longer spot a Packard from two blocks away by its distinctive ra

Had Packard kept its image as a luxury car, it is at %aut p;::.ble
the company could have followed the course of events o;ti:]l‘ne;l{oa ?G.It j.acl::m:‘d
today might be a super luxury car on the order of the otis- o.:-cn;n-mde
doubtful they would ever ﬁve atogged tob;h:h:s;s::. gxucgg A dbr

£ . ey wou no
m'c:;: zget;eczrﬂ?er of gadillac. .They_ would have been every inch the
#qual of the senior Packards of the thirties.

But Packard destroyed its heritage in.trying to seek a newiil.:age.
The rest, including the Studebaker merger, is history. Ti;: ;:sp:ﬁe- ."ny
of all this is, that if Packard had not given those dies tus A

£a slels
Ve Al SO

L 1E0N5
—=0 0 0 0 O==

] e g
IR & &)

AT THE WASH-TUB

e dVES

i i i duced some hilarious
cent spate of train strikes in Sydney produced ‘ -
soenoa At ?l;: i:tarmonp;achelom' Training College. Fobyr s mcmt?)::yahs-?
pnight at the Sccretary's house because he was driving 1l;hr(mst’:;n Packard
;::nuw that is). R. B's Karman Ghia hab gravel in the diff, the Bebai
was at Dural for service and Robert lives at Merrylands. Prublem.; e
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arrives on Wednesday night with sleeping-bag, change of ¢lothes and Karman
Ghia. After chatting and a few grogs sll retire for the night., HNext day
set off for work., I get a panic 'phone call - 'The strike is on another
twenty-four hours. Can I stay again?' Robert gets bus to Artarmon and finds
that he has not got another change.

He has to wash his own! Robert, under the careful eye of the
chief instructor gets a bucket of warm water and proceaeds to wash a shirt
for the first time.

'Can I just wash under the arms?' he asks. 'No, wash the lot.'

Some Blue Omo is added to the bucket and Robert is on his knees in
the laundry. Underpants, singlets, socks and shirt go in. These dry quickly
on the line and presto, he is comfortable and neat to face the rigors of the
office and a three-hour lunch again.

As he got out of the car in town, I pressed on him a Glad-bag
containing eight shortbread biscuits for play-lunch (my normal quota) -
apparently he managed to feed the whole office.

At breakfast I offered Robert some Roses Lime Marmalade (imported,
of course) and toast, but he declined, muttering something about compote,
pate and dinner at Government House.

Anyone wishing for similar instruction apply in writing to the
Secretary. How about it girls? Learn of the delights of drip-dry shirts,
slacks, shorts - all manner of things!

———0 0 0 0 O0=—=

PACKARD PATTER

Robert Bracht's '47 Eight Clipper De Luxe is sporting a set of new
Bosch blinkers at the rear. Now there is no excuse for lesser mortals not
knowing when he is turning right, etc., as he progresses in his usual
unruffled manner. ;

Eric Lang's '37 '120' is making good progress in Eric MacRae's
capable hands at Dural. Its boot and beaver-tail have been straightened,
motor, brakes overhauled and a general tidying up of the body prior to
painting.

New member, J Ohn;.,n?d@,g ‘has a.magnificent 1930 733 series ™ Biy 8!

coupe on full registration,” This car is reputed to be the only one of its
kind in Australia. We are looking forward to seeing this beautiful machine

on runs 'd.!I 1974" b b R -] LTy e f Earte '}jﬂ.i..lt'f.': "-"'3"‘:33:!-:- BOx
Our President, Max Hood, has had a new hood fiffted 'to his '28
_6,_@1.9:;“&“1—#6&‘3&&'#'1@_?5& too ‘m‘.',:'v',.'-dﬂa'u._ fy-iull gadEsc oRuL JHIved

JIeTEM, 1is) v 0 S6TURAS

The Pearson boys have started on their.'40 '320". HMotor over-
hauly- brakes,:paint, chrome,’ ‘l:}_‘{_e:_r lot, This should be a haauti’fii!&*é&‘!‘f%en
findaheds iy » CEF T4 T 0 sl Svsoossdnadgate [isw esteqmod

Te ETIIERNE O e # . P o

: ST CHOET MOR (TABTE
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4
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Beosaber 1973

" Max and Helen Hood's daughter, Cheryl, recently had an exhibition
Of oils at Roseville Galleries.

This exhibition was very successful, over 70% of the paintings
gold, She is exhibiting again shortly and again in March 1974. As
is in her early twentigs this is most encouraging. We wish her

#ucoesa.

s —=0 0 0 0 Q===

TOILING OVER THE STOVE, OR THE GOURMET CORNER

During his stay at the Artarmon College, Robert was shown some
sulinary delights at breakfast. As I can get up, dress, and breakfast in
Awenty minutes (no shave, distinct advantage of beard) R. had to put up with
My kind of breakfest. Wait for it! Lick your lips! Rice Bubbles with
@ompote. Robert likes his in separate bowls, but I have them together.

“Baves washing up.
i During his stay he imparted a secret recipe — Caramel Delight —

Take one tin of Condensed Milk and boil in a saucepan of water .
for ¥ hours. Then steam-ciean ceiling! i

The trick seems to be to keep adding water. -

ﬁ. & 0. excepted!)

—-—=0 0 0 0 O===

WANTED TO BUY

Urgently need 5th series of 6 cyl motor. Any motor, body, or
gther parts also required. I have two chassis and most running gear; one
sngine only (blown up) and some badly rusted, hacksawed and burnt body
1 . Also need carburettor, radiator and surround, horn, steering wheel
and horn-fittings, instruments, etc. In short, I have two parts cars and
wnt to restore one of them! If anyone has a complete 6th series coupe or
poadater for sale, will buy, condition not important.

Please write to Dale Collins, 14 Portsmouth Street, Heathmont,
¥iotoria, 3155, or 'phone 870 3478.

Dale is a new member, please help if you can. SECRETARY.

— 0 0 0 0 0===

Have you any ideas for Club outings?

Koep up that steady (?) flow of material for the magazine.
Hasn't anybody any news?
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FOR SALE

1035 Seven pgg i
N . * senger 8 cyl. sedan. Sth Aust i :
ew trim, gres well - $3,500. 'Phone 651 1493 evenimlfan registration.

1925-26 6 cy) edan
lights, are in a paddoc; ° ~ The body and diff except wheels and head-

rille, radiator t
a shed fiftuen years. . & » » Dotor and gearbox have been in
chaseis Mbsiostatat Hotor stripped, valves resurfaced. Has one shot

For sale or syop early Ford sedan (1930-35). Write to -

Malcolm Christie,

23 Dalgetty Street,

NARRANDERA. N.S.¥W. 2700,
Trhe writer ig th

sent me this im'omtion. emt o #he Mdgee Rod wnd Guston:Olub a0

writt
reeist'mtioni. 7 -e::e:“gefh:eniy it B JY1+ Sadan, interstate
Goes well. Write to - equipment. Trim good, some new cloth.

K. Bratz,

C/- 8/5 Cottonwood Crescent,
WEST RYDE. N.S.W. 2114,

by 2
TR Fusiybes; 1973, Highest tender not necessarily accepted..
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Th: following article is reprinted from The Cormorant, Spring 1971.
Please exouso references to non-existent photographs.

"STATION WAGONS BY PACKARD
by Burton R. Weaver, BEditor

Im.gine yourself on a luxurious country estate twenty-five or
thirty years ago. Or mentally place yourself for a moment in fromt of an
slogant couniry club, suburban railroad station, or prominent schoal. What
Sype wvehicle would you expect to come up the tree-shaded driveway? Yes,
m.luly a leaming wood-bodied station wagon would appear at least once

ng your isit. The Packard Motor Car Company produced a small quantity
of these rar ly-discussed cars over a period of about three decades, and
we fool it i1 time to explore and reccognize them more fully.

To lay, there are no wood-bodied station wagons made in this country.
¥ do note, .owever, that many cofpanies place 'the look of wood' on the
gaterior of jome models today with the use of fiberglass, plastic, and
#eoals. Cur.ously enough. today's models which carry this trim are almost
always top-o/-the-line wagons, rany of which have elaboratc and elegant
pames. One need only mention 'Country Squire' to any suburbanite and the
fsage of Ford's top wagon readily comes to mind. Ford has been very success-
ful capitolizing not only on the image inferred by the name of this model,

But on the vory basis and historical evolution of the station wagon body
Ltaelf,

Let us look at the early use of real wood on the first wagons and
fhe probable reasons for it. The depot hack was a common sight at many
milroad stations in the early part of this century, and was undoubtedly
the father of the station wagon. In the 1920's the first wagons appeared
from the custom body shops. To a chassis bought from an automobile manu-
faoturer, the body builders fitted hand-made wood bodies. The tradition of
wood aides, wood tailgate, the fabric top covering (common to closed bodies
wotdl the mid-1930's), and the factory production front steel section was
sotablished at this time. Vhy did they use wood for the sides? We believe
wood represented a sporty, outdoors look to the coachmakers and the public
alike. The era between the two world wars was the time when summer cabins
and vaoation homes were becoming popular for those with extra money. Wood's
sasoeiation with leisure, the well-to-do, and an outdoors flavor became
#ynonomous with the station wagon. The sporty flavor of wood even touched
# fow top-of-the-line non-wagon au®®s in the post-war period. Most casily
seonlled are the striking Chrysler Town and Country convertibles and sedans,
sl the Ford and Mercury Sportsman convertibles.

Th s country's first mass-produced station wagon was that in the
1929 Ford Mo el A series. Made on Ford's own assembly lines, the vehicle
bonafited from the large forests that Henry Ford owned at Iron Mountain,
Mgan., H. built a factory at Iron Mountain, which continued to cut,
piah, and (hip wood to Dearborn through the early '50's, the last time
fhat Pord ani Mercury used real wood for their wagons.

As is usual in writing of this kind, our research into Packard
wagons took a3 far beyond our iritial expectationsi We have found that
sore than 40 are existing today, bul are restricting our listing to those
% examples -bout which we can list definite owners and addresses. Unlike
the Pord Company, Packard did no factory assembling of wagons until the

pontewmr poriod, Pre-war production seems to be divided into two eras:
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sagine for 1940, Ken Price's ‘exariple utilizes a 1939 Cantrell body mounted

the late 1920's through 1936, when those few wagons built were done by 8 & 1940 180% chassis. Bill Harrah @dded & brand new body to a 1940 e

individual body builders, and 1937 through 1941, when Packard contracted

with either the Cantrell Company or the Hercules Company. # chassfs to get his 160 wagon. pi e

141 model year Packard ‘broadened their: former wagon line
m.m? :h:hguy::; a choigzaof gtandard or Deluxe trim in addition ::f a -
'f ongines. Deluxe trim included real leather on the senting‘aﬂthgc‘lr
x fomm sibber pad for driVerts,geqt‘gﬁSBEOn, carpet floor covering sor n:' :
0 center compartments, and chrome' seat: frames thmuelwuti :met ‘
s were wider seats, a . tool ¢ompartment under the cen e; eat,
skirt on the bottom edge of the front seat, and provision P?‘E!
removal of the center and rear seats. Again Hercules bodies were
. exactly 600 of which were made for 1941. g v :

The two known pre-1937 Packard wagons illustrate true custom coach-
work. It appears that one could purchase a Packard chassis, usually the
least expensive available at the time, and contract with an independent shop
for the wood body construction. John Cleverdon's 1930 example was built
on Packard's 733 chassis extended to a 156-inch wheclbase. Paul Lamb's
'34 was custom-built by the Bridgeport Body Works and mounted on the 1101
chassis, With the exception of the general choice of a less expensive
chassis for a wagon each time, the practice was similar to that done by

buyers desiring custom-built convertibles, town cars, limousines, etc. of
the period.

.- > - i L . .the B
" As' as we know, no 1942 wagons were made by Packard before ‘the
‘o d:'nizrknow whethe; t-ékard[cgpcelled.original intentiop;izgﬁﬁgseﬂr
the war, or never had wagon plans for 42 at all. ;ﬁoma orzPacBui ﬁ?and
gompetitors did make them, however. The remains of some - c
S A i bs;Been;in,jqpkyagﬁsmjpdagoh The mew mid-1941 Cli 't;' .
o wad & Four—door sedan alone, whose lines were adapted to an esdditional
satback two-door for 1942. At the close of_the-War'an.extended‘whaelzzsa_
ine atyle was added, but cbpyez;t_:i‘blq or wagon bodies were n;;rer - e
ilih the Clipper design. Consequently, Packard was not able to offer

wagon to the public for aevera; 1mportgn§ years. ) i

We believe Packard's affiliation with Cantrell began around. 1937,
when they jointly offered a wagon on the 120 chassis as well as that on the
new 115-C chassis. Packard's first six-cylinder car in almost a decade,
this new 110 model was the Company's second major offering in the medium-
priced field (after the tremendously successful 120 introduced in 1935),
and was mounted on a 115-inch wheelbase. The 110 wagon for '37 listed at
the factory for about $1300, almost $200 less than the companion 120 wagon.
The very same practice prevailed with the 1938 models, except that the re-
designed Six of '38 came on a 122-inch wheelbase and the former 120, re- A :
named simply 'the Packard Eight', had a 127-inch wheclbase now. R fhe';;néﬁnééﬁénﬁjgf ﬁhe"naw'“(ﬂﬁiQh they ”“lly~'°'9§525'
Wing & major face-1ift of the previous €lipper design) 22nd ;ezi?? 1oned
Jine, Packard introduced a very interesting station wagon with the 21
sodol 8ot of announcements. It will be remembered that the 22nd ge es TERE
ears wore unveiled in two shifts: the convertibles came in late Summer o
1947, and then the closed models followed later in the Fall.

We believe that all production wagons Packard built for 1939
also used Cantrell bodies. Probably no more than 500 were made for this
year, and again they were constructed on either the Six or small eight
(1205 chassis. An interesting body difference existed between these two
for this year: The Six wagon carried the spare tire internally, having it
recessed into the back of the front seat, while a spare mounted on the
right front fender distinguished the 120 model. Like the companion passenger
cars, the Six used the 245 cubic inch engine and the eight in the 120 dis-
placed 282 inches. The added wheelbase of the 120 gave the owners some-
thing they probably appreciated - increased cargo area, Both models had
the availability of 1939's new overdrive option, and the special wagon
brochure stressed the maneuverability of each series, a result of 1939's
compactness of design. Cantrell used mahogany for the exterior framing,
white maple for the exterior paneling, and ash for the drip rail framing,

The interior used maple paneling and pine for both the flooring and the
exposed top slats. 2, ‘

VY Ied

new '48 wagons were unusual and interesting in four respects.

(1) The cz:;any proferrid to call them''Station Sedans', obviously trylng
fo u ¢ the vehicle's role as a comfortable and smart carrier Ofbe e

ers.  (2) They were the first wagons in Packard history to be made
on Oompany production lines. (3) The Station Sedan became e:tendet,oyer 4
the lete three-year run of the 48-49~50 Packards, BUT it “Pg‘pili'w e

“at all (even in minor details) as were the other models.  All were
wuilt on the 120-inch chassis No. 2201, and carried the G-pneg}:ﬁziiiﬁ§¥ﬁ'i
sorial numbers of the smallest 130 horsepower eight. All were oy 2
the open front bumper and the flush-mounted rear lights of the se ¢
oars. The only way-an owner can tell the actual model year of his car
%o look at the factory body plate, unless this has been altered géegghge§

for Summer, 1968, 1948's have a 2293 number; early 1949's

o %-9; late 1949's have 2393; and 1950's have 239%-5,

- -

Vith the 1940 models Packard turmed to the Hercules Body Company,
of Evansville, Indiana for wood bodies. Again a choice of either the six
or the eight was given the buyer, and again the vehicles were evidently
considered so 'special order' or 'custom' that they were not listed or shown
_ ) I STl gl by

own bac :

::::r:i:::.:ith former members of Packard's design staff, data ;gw ::vo.ls
that the '48 Station Sedan was the center of a dispute between hi“‘ b2
Maoauley, then Vice-President of Styling, and other mambersfo§ s s Alvin
Son of the long-time leader, guiding light, and President o ackard =
Macsuley, Bdward decreed that the new wagon should come from a re-uorf gz
four-door sedan body, His fellow staff workers doubted the success o ehioio
peasoning that cargo space, an important factor in this multi-purpoa:hv .
would suffer. Macauley won out, the wagons carry the same lineaagz e
2204 and 2%rd serios sedans with their straight-through fenders

Two existing 1940 cxamples are somewhat special, since they utilize
the Packard 160 chassis. Neither car was so made by Packard/Cantrell, but
each represents a recalling of the earlier days, when station wagon building
was done on specific order from the custom body shops. Since the owner
could supply for have supplied) any available chassis of his choice, and
these two '40 160's carry the characteristic 160 trim, they remsin inter-
esting if not entirely stock examples of the custom body art carried into
more modern wagon building. Of course, the real noteworthy feature of these-
cars is their big 356 cubic inch straight eight, Packa®d's new senior
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recessed roof, and their owners today will rather reluctantly agree with
the members of Macauley's opposition: the interior cargo space is not
overly plentiful, and the tailgate arrangement resulted in one of the
smallest openings ever to grace the rear of a wagoni Iliot small, however,
was the cost! TFactory base price of the Station Sedan in '48 was $3,536.00,
just 8303.00 less than that of the Custom Eight Sedan!

But the public liked them and bought them, and we feel their
design is very successful for the period of which they were a part. The
straight side design, popular in the late '40's on such cars as llercury,
Lincoln, Ford, Kaiser, Frazer, Hudson, as well as Packard, comes off well
on the Station Sedan. The car was widely advertised as the country's first
all-steel wagon: it wasn't. As far back as 1935 Chevrolet made an all- -

steel wagon on their panel dolivery truck cihassis, which clearly defeated £

Packard's claim., What did claracierize the Packard wagon was its mixture
of wood and metal usage. On y the tailgate depended upon wood as the basic
gstructural material.

We were entering irto a new 'tacked-on era' - a second period or
style of wagon wood usage, iy which wood was simply added onto a rather
conventional steel body. Sirilar usage was found on the Buick wagons of
1948 through 1953 and on Chrysler!s Town and Country products of 1949 and
'50., Manufacturers were reca’izing that clever substitutes could be made
for the traditional all-wocd body, thereby lowering the manufacturer's
initial cost as well as the cwner's maintenance. But this 'period two' of
wood usage proved only transitional. ' 'Period three' quickly evolved as one
in which companies produced the 'look of wood' without using any real wood
at all. Popular examples of this were found in the Willys wagons of the
post-war period and in the Ford Country Squire. The clever use of fiber—
glass trim and tastefully-applied decals met well with the public's eye,
and Ford's top wagon quickly became a status symbol.

: '"Period four' in wagon design was to eliminate both wood and the -
appearance of wood altogether! Almost all companies of the 1950's used this
idea in some of their models, as did Packard with their 1957-58 line. But
it is interesting to note how, one by one, nearly every American wagon
maker has returned to 'period three' - applying false wood sides to the
senior wagon in their line. Most recently, General Motors has made a new
bid in the play for the luzury market trade with tieir large, new 1971
offerings. Each has 'the look of wood' in body design, each is on a longer
wheelbase than their competition, and each carries a price that definitcly
labels it as a luxury product: GM management must feel there is a potential
market for such products. .

With the appearance of t'e new (and these were really new) 1951
cars, Packard decided to abandon ¢ :tation wagons from the line. Gales of
the 48-49-50 station sedans ars d:ificult to substantiate today, but it is
doubtful that more than & total of 5,000 were ever made. Packard probably
reasoned that this hardly warrantcd the expense of separate wagon design
and manufacture, so the 1951 throush 1956 lines had none., It was during
this period, however, that the station wagon was undergoing a real growth
in popularity. Sales in 194C totalled just over 25,000 for all makes com=
bined - less than one percent of ihe nation's market. By 1955 the figure
jumped to 759,442, and the wagon lody style was bought by more than mine
percent of the country's, buyers: “ -

_‘However, one interestifif product did develop in mid-1954 with the
co-operation of the Henney Company, the noted body builders with whom
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Paokard had made a respected name in the field of ambulances and funeral
» (Sey Ihe Cormorant for Summer and Fall, 1970 for a detailed two-part
ey on the work of Packard and-Henney,) .Utilizing the basic 156-inmch
wibase ambulance body, Henney brought-out a proposed 12-passenger wagon,
Bk 4t e difficult to know how many were actually built.  The vehicle's
w0 models were called. the Super Station Wagon or the Flying Sportsman, the
. Jatter version of which had built-in bunks which slept four persons. The

" wmgon bad the first rear-facing back seat in-modern times, and was the

‘ yonl five-door wagon, pre-dating Rambler by many years. Well-thought-
4 trim and a roof-top luggage rack of proper proportions cleverly dis-
§ its height of 6'9"! Although it was definitely 'senior' in terms

f sise, and probably price, it carried the second-place Cavalier trim
i of that of the '54 Patricians. But, to glance at another make on
» automotive scene, how many have noticed that in modern years
Willac's 75 series cars do not carry the side trim of the companion
11 5d cars, but instead use the deVille trim?! ’

k.
iy

After 1954's brief excursion into this giant wagom, '55 and '56
silent as wagon years as the last'big Packards mede their final
b B . ¥o all know what the new 1957 Packards were: Studebaker-based cars
. the addition of some former Packard Clipper components., Although
some Packard lovers will not even admit to the existence of these cars, we
afe lneluding them here in our study because they represent the end of
bearing the Packard name. Amid the confusion of transferring the
rocords to South Bend after Curtiss-lWright forced the closing of
t properties in 1956, Studebaker-Packard was trying to ready a
Mne for '57. In a last-minute decision not to abandon the Packard
w #ltogether, it was decided to bring out just two models to serve as
A#ue top=of-the-line S/P cars; a four-door sedan and a wagon.

4

The 1957 Packard Clipper Country Sedan represented a few firsts
for vehicles bearing the famous hexagonal hubcape, It was Packard's first
rgod production car, utilizing the same unit found in the few 1954
ther Daytona roadsters. It was the first vagon to offer Twin Traction.
od the shortest wheelbase ever put under a Packard wagon body -
inches. It put into production an idea brought into being by the . .
Nenney Super - the backward-facing rear seat. Amfinally, with other
products, it offerssuch industry exclusives for 1957 as variable ratio
' and two-stage springs. Followers of Packard design cannot
avoid admiring the '57 Clippers, since they carried several
Packard trademarks. In addition to the hubcaps, a definite
d look' was evident in the broad band of chrome that framed the
grill area. 1956's Clipper taillights grafted onto the end of the

Biudebaker body produced an end result (no pun intendedl) that was
o 16 keoping with what was to become the 'fin era' of the late '50's.
198 tho same basic wagon was continued with two mechanical changes:
supercharge was dropped and variable-rate coil springs were added to
front suspension. The name was simplified (now called Packard Station
Just how it all started three decades previously) and the front
Josl the charecteristic Packard look. Here are the very low production
for these last years:. :

U.S. Canada Export TOTAL

997 Meokard Clipper Country Sedan 817 3 49 869
1998 Peckard Station Wagon 159 0 0 159

{"Oanads’ moans built in Hamilton for Canada or export. 'Export'
moans built in South Bend for export.)
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4 ., Packard station wagons were never a major part of the Company's
production; and never really became d hot 1d word in the automotive
world,  They remain; however, very interes¥ ‘i!ﬁghpnggqmg examples of
Packard quality tailored to one specific segment "&-e{:ha;éoﬂsﬁieﬁ matket_q,ﬁ i’
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If so, turn up and speak.. LB

Membership dues are required on this night.

Have YOU seen your name in the magazine this month ?

-1hmnuumﬂlﬂ|..‘.
s

THE PACKARDIAN Page 21

MORE THAN 8 CYLINDERS. (Continued) PART 2,

pproaching our study chronologically, we shall pass through the

93] with a note on automobile sales. Amid hundreds of bank

g8 mnd resulting losses, highly curtailed work forces, and divi-

duotions or omissions, one could hardly expect anything but

9 trends in consumer purchases., Such proved to be the case,

I %he end of the first six months of 1931, all automobile sales

. Shose of Auburn, Willys, and Cadillac were down, Sales of the

# Motor Car Company dropped about 53%, but Packard's previous
dthy position helped them show only a slight dollar loss for

_ Something else had also dropped drastically: common stock

(Bompany went frorm $132 a share in 1929 down to $7 in 1931,

: of '31 the impact of both the Marmon 16 and the Cadillac
B betoming ohvious even to a2 layman. Both the New York Times and
all Btreet Journals of the pariod carried advertisements which

i sommopolitan elite the chance "to ride in a Cadillac V-16 at

® of only 4 por hour". At the seme time bigd=city papers all

e oountry carrisc ads which announced thdygew Stutz DV 32,

| Boasted dusl vaives and @ double overhead camshaft. This ad ran
Mhiloh read "The eni:ine is a straight eight with the effectiveness
A oylindors withou®t the added complication". Need anyone
what tvo prodocis impelled them to advertise in this manner!

# 1932 nodol ye=or presented the most dramatic proof that "the
on". In th> Ztce of the bleakest year yet of the Depreassion,

- Plerce-Arrov., Lincolyr, Franklin, and Auburn added 12's to
os, JAgein we ghould recall that preparation of these was
going on at locst by 1930, and perhaps even a year or two
pr, when there wos plenty of money for research, expansion, and

i eonsummation of the future end product. In the last years of
lplnding 1920'e 1ittle serious thought was given to any future
cdal crisis.

- Hold the record for longevity of commercial car usage was
eln'es 12, There were actually several differemt Lincoln 12's, as
snlor division of the Ford Motor Company saw reason to change
* 12 peveral times. The first, offered in 1932, was named the KB

il ferentiate it fron its V-8 running mate, the Lincoln K. The,
placed 443 cubes and ccme equipped with downdraft carburetion
ny cars of the time did not 'ye$ offer) and vacuum-boosted
b i.nvIn,;QSB.Lincéln-added'aeneWnlg.powerp;ant, the KAj

E 32 oubic inches. . Criticized by.some.of.to~day!'s colleetors
N., erior %o, the 0ld KBy, this smeller engine evidentlyygave
19

some second: thoughts.alsoy- foriin. 1934 they upped:-the KA
dding nluminium heads,. It became.the only ehgine-offerady~amnd

‘M8 sddition of minor changes such-+asshydraulic valve lifters in
it lasted through the end:of the senior Lincolns in 1940, The
M Linooln Zephyr line had a small 267 cubic inch 12, but both
f #nd medium price ranmge does not. place it in our study. This
. ~some modifications, lasted through the 1948 Lincolns.
} Ahe 1949 qars Dincoln again returned to aflathead V-8, the finst
| . Ly P WAl VAT ¢ ‘—.- Capis a1
_Co wted with Lincoln's long uge of a 12 was the ‘Sshort-“dsage by
iin of their new 12. Tt -hoasted 150 horsepower from 3987 cubes,
ke ito pister six-cylinder engines, was air-cooled.' Not only
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b0 150 horsepower - by,enlarging theidisplecemcntoto 414winches
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' ics f Pranklin, but the worl
art in the mechanical aspect o i -
31gr31r13§2§ gnpimportant part in the company's advertlsigg;a figoy, t
2riodpwhen the aviation industry was capturing tgeagguﬁhigh told of MBros-Arrow offered multi-cylinder products.  This shoms datu
granklin played upon its terminologY'iangaggegggg windshields. The &éﬂb:g:: and Ford were the large corporations in the market, and
Airman models, Airfoil fenders, and ?n;gvations of the period: synchx ‘ :lto tgggri?gependgﬁgg fglt tge treggiimpgigantteﬁ°§gh 23 add
Frankiin 12.0aggnquiggegogtiglmiﬁgck absorbers, free-wheeling, and ne. major cerporation s P
mesh transmiss . -
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Before we look at Packard's mor e-than-eight product, let us
_ #e competition. Cadillac, Marmon, Lincoln, Franklin, Auburn,

tarted the engine when the key was inserted RIS i rovonis iz s indt g, R
tix. This device starte ati tarted it 2ga oy, - 4
iﬁgiea. If th; engige gggiéggsqghgnﬁgiziggfom;gzcﬁiiylfin 12 had two : they were producing a family of cars which ranged from the
g;mgzgf%isoagg ;Ege u%on a 144 inch wheelbase. Despite attempts to
7

Wioed through the high-priced fields, but the major ssles asucc-
Were in the low and medium priced areas, As the automotive
gournals of the period were carrying all the news of the 12 and

idnder models of the competition, Walter P. Chrysler was mak ing

I news with sales records of his new Plymouth with its "float-

". Bo spectacular was the public acceptance of this new

M of engine mounting and ite accompanying smoothness in the low-

M Flold that by mid-July of 1931 Chrysler announced plans to add

. the Plymouth manufacturing plant. At this time few companies

e Any expansions - most were reducing work weeks or laying

_WWployoes altogether. We shall comment later on the importance of
: nts in engine mou

ntings in this decade and the role of these
mte in the demise

i : the company continued to ha
luxurious aspects of the car, : ; :
gigirgpfgﬁgncial problems, and finally made their last cars in 1934

' 1932-34. Thi

: sser known to-day is Auburn's 12 of 1 ]

i glgghggggghszr;elittle sales success, but 1tqd1dbpnv§n§ggg a?%e

englntial= it claimed 160 horsepower from only 392 cublc 1 . éngin:

aab t, and wos by far the lowest priced "mor e~-than-eig e

w?agﬁmngtire era. Its prices ran as low as %1345, w?ichtﬁg 5936 thy

geaateexpensiva at untildthitggnogintﬁgfgyizagggaiggin?ielied on the

a2d w ra g g :

year. dBy,lg%EQAgggﬁgrhenginee alone. Interestingly enough,tggelggg ings : ic's

six ﬁng §3§n lgywas listed as being available powerplant in : Sinnrsttion i st i
%égglogﬁe of American LaFrance fire engines!

f prestige to-day are the 12's of the A °n13:1“92§ur?9§§ P%ﬁ%aig.t The Ninth Series was formally ann-
Pi Reiiiﬁingo:ng;eab%ﬁiﬁuéifgalg, New York firm had some striking - y 23, :
ierce- .

L hat time advertisements inecluded
1lels to the Packard Company. Both were dedicated to the highest Sant o tni. gnt end the Eight Deluxe. Two lines of cars
parallels to N

1

930 h had reputations built on ~§'zﬂngi;0 tgés ;eiiegi:ere nogigez anngugizgiltheiiight Eight
uct, and by 1 eac b . g N win . e Tw came st, an i Y anuary
%ualitgti3§§§¥ Eﬁ;ﬁt engines gith a bore and stroke °£h3% Eyhz §§§§§ AMAE, the Light Eight made its debut. And both these models shared
argiling 385 cubic inches. Each continued to offer the i eaPly .‘11« other than just a later announcement dote: the actual name
eg:ﬁ their new 12. Bach was facing financial problems in e BRBN waa to be used for one year only. "Pwin Six" was a name held
part of tho decade of the thirties, but Packard's aaviourmggm price # from the 12 cylinder Packards of the 1
the Packard 120, a quality product tailored to the lower

ast half of the teenag,
$he Pockard 120, 8 quallty BeeduoR, H et o ratiotpate. in snythine knrd first marketed a car with 12 cylinders, When the néW
eld. & ?

t 1 morket, and, in fact, nearly to the end ok ' st'::vgiingegamgtogaghge;:gggizg iﬁgggeagggm;gi?e;Tg%niiiggri?er
the true luxury ’ A . ere ‘ :

gggegozggﬁyvseexistence, took greatb Prgdexg§n§§36f3°§ot$§§ gggifzct - #, MHowever, within a year Packard decided to use the term "Twelve"
the only remaining manufacturer devoted e WS model designation from 1933 on, They reasoned that the public
of luxury cars.

% b foeling that the new engine, and not just its name, was some-
Introduced in late 1931 the new Pierce 12's for 1932 wergog?ggu: I Warnod over from the past.. It i 300, e iy v, 2 oon
in two sizes. A 398 cubic inch model was offered as 2 compan

SREF maker used the term V-12, while Packard preferred the undex-
429 size, but the smaller engine was dropped within a year _ #Ment and simple distinction of "12" alone.
larger size,

P £ the 1939 models, the last £ okera 13, the ik
- than did the large Plerce i o ] models ast year for the Packard 12, the n
because it10i{ere%h2°lﬁg§2rriglwggrggigiﬁgid into 1933 with a bore e 12 w;rn neyer applied to the exterior of any Packard. 1933 ol
::§§§§§§d°f§om'3g inches to 3% inches, resulting in a guiet 462 eng‘: h 1938 12

8 earried the wobd written out.
with & new horsepower rating of 175. The three-speed transmission

g in first and second gears : 1932 wae a good year for new things, and the Packard Twin Six
not e u511{ quiet, howezei' hag;ggc§r§°i§§p§§+ing gome chassis compol ) fited from the timelinegs of its introdyction then. DPowndraft
Deapite attempts at reg yh;gie ower to 185 in 1936, declining sales r dretion was a new fedture to many cars then, and the Twin Six had
ents, and increasing t eh gh gom any in 1938, when the last Pierces . refined Stromberg EE design, The engine itself was cast en bloc,
oven&ullly caught up wit estscgipt to the big Pierce 12 began at & single cnoting of one piece of iren for the cylinders and crankcase,
wero made.  An 1ntarestigg poave Company bought all the data and faoc: e .zsol.d to the complexities of many other large engines of the
that point however. The eaglr;'s ond 12's, and began utilizing them in m which were still cast in sections. The cars were equipped
ities for thotPiorgg-;ingenginéa_ To-déy the D Corporation builds A single plate clutch, which would bec
;gai:ﬂ;::u{:ghuggl-horaupower 12 for Seagrave fire fighting machines nesn

d a
u

four-speed transmiseion
rl Ogl! eighte for this year, the new Twin Six (and a1l succeeding
2'a) oarried a

ollent three-speed transmission. Its gear ratios
#8Fs sxoellently spaced to provide a perfect flow of uninterrupted

-
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‘the silence of the engine was the valve adjusting device kno
5 i draulio
>1ifter system and it does not depend upon oil pressure as hy

. low of oil, and
"y on the simple gravity f : o
;;%§£§:§§rioinﬁiﬁegegﬁgdgagﬁard 12 owner of o whisper-quiet engine 10
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ber 1973 THE PACKARDIAN
December 1973 ‘ THE PACKARDIAN Page 24

MORE THAN 8 CYLINDERS (Contir

The new Twin Sixes had
pow tart through top gpeed. : x99
thBe;eirgﬁlzzﬁggzg%cgated gtarter r.-:*'ﬁ:11:c!1::l:1 3sszg?z:astggigftgs g .. (g (22 the Twin S4x intzoauotion date pove o
former manual foot pedal uscgdog ?Z?gngd ind more decorative instru= ‘f‘;,ﬁﬂﬁécgg gggtigés :ggnwzggylzzzg %ougégag:vel.
o electrigdgas %a:%iya“filter down" through other lines of _ > )
ment panel, would gradu

;;! took them over in 1930. Those makers who udﬁt
Packards. My

. By the Twin Six introduction date power assist

sﬁ- AT
+ Twin 5ix,
But probably the most noteworthy feature of the firs

- 4 4

. | € expr 98810!1 #h.
ta pet take-up or 0-lash valves. This is not & real hydrau L s

gll bought their brakes)from Bendgx or Stg¥§§t1=
ac, who made their own), but each was left %o de ]
\at matter, was the inherent smooth= ge. And herein lies the cause of the individuality of
and all succeeding Twelves for thah mide iﬁ any Packard 12 to-day @8l braking systems of the 30's., Packard's superior 1inka
ness of the giant 12 powerplant. o ith an almost uncanny feeling pugh admittedly looking somewhat crude and complicated, ga
even thirty years later presenvs OWC Lo Lo of the 12's engine dess ‘brakes the great "feel" for which they are noted. This sens
of silent controlled power. sev?rl) Packard claimed that the 13% of what your foot pressure is going to do need not be exp
ign probably contributed to tﬁiﬁ' , were hored in relation to the sher to anyone who has driven a Packard. It was an excellen
degree angle ot which the oyl eig operation. 2) The valves were om which challenged that of any competitor., Only the chang
face of the block encouraged SmOO P ine block closest to the M mechanical to a hydraulic system in the 15th series (1937 :
masked - that is, the surface e engermits good engine breathing Mght be held up as a further improvement, Again we must compliment
cylinder wall has been cut aggyélsghggdpthnt it makes use of & commg Bkard on another detail of their more-than-eight package - the
but present-day restorers wi installing new engine rings. dver of the 12 was provided with stopping power just as effortless
ring compressor diffioult when and brilliant contributor Wl smooth as was the going power. =y
L0 It is agreed the one most effective .~ "Big-car handling with small-car ease" was 1t
n created to describe the car's steering qualities. And %rue it
Wi Packard, always known for superb steering systems, had given the
idling qualities rarely equalled in a car this large. Also
~planned was the 12's cooling system, which the brochures refer-
to as having "desert-mountain" efficiency. Excellent inner
10 cooling design coupled with & huge 40-quart capacity assured

e p t c le axl And aIl economic fac bor Gome S into plq’ Il.er e o 1'1 bo -
no b k .

.

11 Packard appeal to-
iprospective buyer? Packard' inder Packard appe

) s were comparable to the best. Tradit-
(To be concluded

************

SBal Packard classic styling with its inevitable "correctness" of
322

o could not escape the admiration of many. Perhaps only the
MLt iful custom-built bodies fitted to the 12 chassis might have
dd oven wider appeal. The 12's interiors, always sumpiuously
' 1, were even more luxurious in these cars. Considering the

SMplete package of styling, eppointments, power, handling, and
” Yori refinement, a buyer who tried out each more~than-eight car
: | Would well have ended up with the Packard 12.

. There was no need for many changes in the 12 engine as the
BOAde progressed,

L In fact, only Lincoln and Cadillac made really
ftansive changes in their more-than-eight offering. In 1935 Packard
Miarensed the stroke by + inch so that the horsepower and displace-
W% were increased: 175 instead of 160 horses and 473 ve. 445 cubes.
W resulting exhaust sound of these stroked '35-~'39 12's is less
Mhronaty than that of the earlier years. Also making a first appear-
SBee in the 1935 models was a power assisted clutch, which permitted
' e ongineers to use springs of even higher tension than before to
L2 Provide o more positive connection for so heavy a car. Knee action
ONnt suspension was added to the '37 12's to inerease the already
¥ory plensant riding qualities. This decreased the necessity of the
I duome, lorge vibration dampening front bumpers, which were last
~ #en on the '36 models. Packard followed the general industry trend
| © %0 hydraulioc brakes with their 1937 cars. The total effective brak-
A¥e on these 12's was a whopping 330 square inches, quite a bit
than the 260 inches on the Super 8's! 1937 also marked the

Py
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biggest production of the 12, &g mell as the largest total year of
Packard pre-war production. There were two reagons for this: the
year was a good one for the country, one marked by & general upswing
in the ecconomy . Packard snnounced reduced prices at the beginning of
this year, which proved to be good timing for a period in which moxre
people had more MONEY .

The most popular body style of the 12 buyer was the seven pasSs—
enger sedan. More than half of the slightly over 5,700 12's produc-
ed between 1932 and 1939 had this gix-window gtyle body. The five
passenger Club Sedan was the next most populaxr clogsed body; being now
far behind the seven passenger Cars. The number of sport models w28
constant from year to year, while the number of closed models varicd
from year to year. The reason: with the exception of a convertible
coupe, which Packard always made themselves, the sport models Were
built by other body makers end had to be ordered ahead in lots.

Now wec come to the epilogue:

than-eight" era to die? Let us review the seven American products
and their death dates. i

Pierce-Arrow 12 all died natural deaths - they went under with the
folding of each of the three companies. i :
ued after the 1934 models while the company existed through the 1936
model year. The remaining three - packard, Lincoln and Cadillac -
discontinued these big engines within one year of cach other. Pack
ard used up remaining 1938 senior bodies with a production of less
than 500 1939 12's. While these few cars held onto the traditional
but older body design, the 1939 Super 8's wexre given the newer, more
compact bodies which would be continued with some chenges into the
future. With the retirement of the 12, 1940 saw the introduction of
the new Super 8 engine of 356 cubic inches. Well times to coincide
with the resting of the mighty 12, the new engine was exploited as

being powerful, efficient, 2nd quiet, and was the first Packard auto
mobile engine To use hydraulic valve lifters. Company galesmen at
Detroit at the timeof its introduction tell of a proving ground demg
natration in which the new Super 8 outran 2 139 12. This 1is hardly
gurprising; the new 1940 Super 8'g were smaller and lighter cars the
any of the statdy 12's. Tincoln last made their big 12 in a few 194
models, and cadillac made 2 few 1940 cars with their flathead 16

engines.

geveral factors enter intec any explanation as to the reason for
the death of themore-than-eight cars. One is a large and rather

general gtatement. The market for these cars changed: it "evapor-
ated". By 1937 or 138 the newness and gheer spectacular appeal of
the basic idea of a 12 or 16 cylinder engine had simply worn off.
The public's excitement of six or geven years ago nad eroded. By 1
the push was on for a lower-priced production outomobile with Super
jor appointments. Fven hand-built custom bodies, 80 much in vogue
in the early par® of the decade, were really not much in demand any

more.

Bocondly, the element of engine smoothness entered the picture
Oortlinlﬁjone tangible quality that many of the multi-cylindexred

; nd over regular production engines of the early '30's was

grontor pmoothness and freedom from vibration. But this quality wa

not long-lived, a9 progress was made by all companies during the
Chryelex's n{loating power" was given wide advertising; 1%

A e tha oommorcinl messages of that company was met with equal =

motive decade,
well as develo
in its story.

.lgzgmgg;igcgfg_claim disinterest,
{ ation and enjoyment of the era as well as t
g o0 your know-

se

Beoeptance by the Ameri
uick reputati erican public, and Ch o
ahﬂt thellz,slggdfgg'haV1ng smooth powerpigiigr;s g“rs gained a
s could boast about in 1932y003§dm;d-{hirties'
o longer be

truthfully a X a .
|y y advertised as being an exclusive quality five y
ears

Cheaper cars be
B even tho "10w~pr§gzge so much better during the decade. BEngin
. M es

for a 4iff sed three” became f
:pEOd e gggg; ngiégial g?rdés new V‘gmgginggrénguzgis timu% each
na, Plymouth's 6's h et's 6 was known for relia -
- : iabilit
needed lower-pri ad & reputation for y and stam-
priced cars during this era ogmgggggigg.trghglpublie
uble, and

the automaker
B oa i put effort toward giving the public what it wanted
e

As a result 3
A8 one of . 5 lower-priced cars im
our friends said recently, nWhoswoufgogggetzem:ndDUBly.
entured on a

gross-country tri 7
Now, a '35 - P with any degree of ¢ & -
B o e otk v, vt ool '20 Chevvy?
priced cars of - 's gradually becam -priced cara
ggople had big ;2&6;32;sépeﬁgny mgre Pegple Wegeugrugggggbyfzhe o
eaper cars on luxurious o ’ wer
Nive fifteo magewmuch more acceptable sub transportation, and
n yearg earlier. stitutes than they would
The Packard 12 w
as a superior :
The 2 product in
he ecconomic and social histor; ggrguﬁxgizigg Eiko-
y as

pments in automoti
- t ive manufacturi

his story is one in which hﬁiﬁ?? gé; {igﬁraogaig
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DON'T FORGET THE CHRISTMAS PARTY

DON'T PORGET THE ANNUAL GEN'RAL MERTING




